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PHYSICAL THERAPY

FELLOWSHIP

NEONATOLOGY

PROGRAM

OUR HOSPITAL
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia (CHOP), founded in 
1855, was the first hospital in the nation dedicated to the 
care of children. CHOP has recorded many firsts in 
pediatric medicine, including the opening of the first 
neonatal surgical intensive care unit. Our Harriet and 
Ronald Lassin Newborn/Infant Intensive Care Unit is a 
98-bed Level IV intensive care unit that provides 
comprehensive care for critically ill newborns and 
premature infants. The newborn care team consists of 
board-certified attending neonatologists, fellows, 
residents, physician assistants, staff nurses, neonatal 
nurse practitioners, clinical nurse specialists, ECMO 
specialists, clinical staff, charge nurses, respiratory care 
practitioners, social workers, dietitians, case managers, 
physical therapists, occupational therapists, speech 
therapists and lactation specialists.

QUESTIONS?
Contact Diane Versaw-Barnes, MS, PT, DPT, PCS, 
Program Manager, at 267-426-5002 or  
versaw@email.chop.edu.

INTERESTED?
For more information, visit: chop.edu/ptneonatalfellow

Apply for the Physical Therapy Neonatology  
Fellowship Program online through the APTA 
Residency and Fellowship Physical Therapy  
Centralized Application Service at:
https://rfptcas.liaisoncas.com/applicant-ux/#/login

Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia is credentialed by the American Physical 
Therapy Association’s American Board of Physical Therapy Residency and 
Fellowship Education as a post-professional clinical fellowship program for 
physical therapists in neonatology.

THE DEPARTMENT OF PHYSICAL THERAPY’S 
NEONATOLOGY FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM 
is a planned program of post-professional clinical  
and didactic education for physical therapists who 
demonstrate clinical expertise in pediatric physical 
therapy. The curriculum is focused on providing 
advanced instruction for the evaluation and 
treatment of newborns and babies who require 
intensive medical care.

The program combines didactic instruction  
and extensive mentoring in Children’s Hospital  
of Philadelphia’s state-of-the-art Level IV  
Newborn/Infant Intensive Care Unit in order to 
develop master clinicians in neonatal and infant 
physical therapy.

Eligibility requirements are:
• Licensed or eligible for licensure in Pennsylvania
• American Board of Physical Therapy Certified 

Specialist (ABPTCS) in Pediatrics, or a graduate of 
a Pediatric PT Residency Program credentialed by 
the American Physical Therapy Association 
(APTA), or eligible to sit for the ABPTCS 
examination in Pediatrics



OUR GOALS
Graduates of this program will:
• Have a broad understanding of the needs and 

vulnerabilities of critically ill infants and their families
• Be recognized as experts in the practice of physical 

therapy for newborns and infants requiring intensive 
care

• Have the skills necessary to advocate for efficient, 
cost-effective and evidence-based PT programs for 
infants requiring intensive care and their families

• Successfully establish themselves as essential members 
of the healthcare team caring for critically ill infants 
and their families across the continuum of care

• Meet the highest standards of family-centered 
developmental physical therapy practice in 
examination, diagnosis/classification, intervention and 
outcome measurement for newborns and infants who 
require intensive care and their families

• Lead, teach and advocate for family-centered, 
developmental physical therapy care of newborns and 
infants requiring intensive care and their families

• Be equipped to implement and disseminate best 
practice standards for family-centered developmental 
physical therapy for newborns and infants who require 
intensive care

• Demonstrate a strong foundation in:
 - the medical issues and interventions of preterm 

 and full-term infants requiring intensive care
 - fetal, preterm and full-term infant sensory, motor  

 and state development
 - the intensive care environment and culture
 - the impact of the intensive care environment on   

 newborns, infants and their families
• Be prepared to collaborate with other healthcare 

providers for:
 - implementation of clinical best practices for   

 newborns and infants
 - the follow-up of infants at risk for developmental  

 delay
 - quality improvement initiatives for neonatal and  

 infant intensive care
• Be prepared to critically appraise and apply evidence 

relevant to the practice of physical therapy in the 
population of infants at high risk for developmental 
delays and their families

• Be independent practitioners who are critical 
thinkers, skillful negotiators, strong patient and 
family advocates, and committed to lifelong learning 
and self-development

OUR MISSION
The PT Neonatology Fellowship is dedicated  
to supporting the American Physical Therapy 
Association’s vision of transforming society  
by optimizing movement to improve the human 
experience across the lifespan, as well as 
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia’s mission  
of advancing healthcare for children. This 
fellowship provides the academic and clinical 
education necessary to graduate experts in the 
practice of evidence-based, family-centered and 
developmental physical therapy for newborns 
and infants who require intensive care.

OUR DEPARTMENT
The Department of Physical Therapy at Children’s 
Hospital of Philadelphia is committed to:
• Leading the world in the practice and advancement of 

physical therapy by combining family-centered 
patient care, high-quality professional education and 
innovative clinical research

• Providing state-of-the-art, evidence-based, culturally 
sensitive patient care

• Developing expertise through clinical, academic, 
residency and fellowship training

• Lifelong learning and professional growth through 
mentorship, continuing education and collaboration 
with educational institutions

• Generating a body of literature that supports 
evidence-based practice in physical therapy

The department includes more than 70 full- and 
part-time physical therapists. Of this team, more than 
40 are ABPTS-certified clinical specialists in Neurology, 
Orthopaedics, Pediatrics and Sports Medicine, and more 
than 35 are APTA-credentialed clinical instructors.



Neonatal Physical Therapy Fellowship

Nationwide Children’s is collaborating with West Virginia University (WVU) to provide curriculum for the 
fellowship program. Twelve months of clinical training includes online coursework through WVU, which allows 
fellows to remain on-site at Nationwide Children’s to participate in clinical translation and mentorship. The 
program focuses on didactic experiences, clinical application and research. As full-time employees, fellows can 
expect a competitive salary, as well as a benefits package.

Program Outcomes
• Number of graduates since accreditation in 2017:  5

•  Program completion rate:  5 out of 6

•  100% of graduates are Board Certified Clinical Specialists in Pediatric Physical Therapy.

Qualifications for Applicants
According to the American Board of Physical Therapy Residency and Fellowship Education, applicants would be 
required to possess at least one of the following qualifications:
 •  American Board of Physical Therapy Specialties Specialist Certification in Pediatrics (PCS)
 •  Completion of an accredited Pediatric Physical Therapy Residency Program

Application Process
Application materials can be accessed through the Physical Therapist Centralized Application Service (PT-CAS) 
system.  A link can be found on the program website.

Contact
Maria D’Amore, PT, Program Director
Board-Certified Clinical Specialist in Pediatric Physical Therapy
Nationwide Children’s Hospital | 700 Children’s Drive | Columbus, OH 43205 | (614) 722-6642
Maria.DAmore@NationwideChildrens.org

The Neonatal Physical Therapy Fellowship at Nationwide Children’s Hospital is the first pediatric-based 
fellowship of its kind in Ohio, and one of only four neonatal physical therapy accredited programs. The goal of 
the Neonatal Physical Therapy Fellowship Program at Nationwide Children’s Hospital is to educate and train 

physical therapists for advanced clinical competency in neonatal physical therapy. We seek fellowship candidates 
who can contribute expertise to the comprehensive care of premature or medically fragile infants as a member of 
a Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU) team, participate in evidence-based practice and research, and provide 

education to a diverse array of constituents, including parents and other members of the health care team.

For more information, visit
NationwideChildrens.org/Neonatal-Physical-Therapy-Fellowship.
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Physical Therapy Fellowship
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Rocky Mountain University of Health Professions

122 East 1700 South Provo, UT. 84606       |       801.375.5125       |       neonatology.rm.edu

in NEONATOLOGY



 

UNC Hospital’s Neonatal Physical Therapy Fellowship is dedicated to supporting UNC Health’s mission to 
improve the health and wellbeing of North Carolinians and others whom we serve. Graduated fellows, 
equipped with a broad understanding of the complexities and challenges faced by neonatal patients and 
families, will have the experience and skill necessary to deliver efficient and effective evidence based 
care to improve the health and wellbeing of the newborn or infant requiring intensive care. Aligning 
with UNC Health’s vision to be the nation’s leading public academic health care system, this fellowship 
will provide the academic and clinical education necessary to graduate experts in the pract ice of 
neonatal physical therapy who excel in leading clinical teams, teaching, developing other professionals 
and contributing to research. Recognizing the advanced knowledge and experience needed in Neonatal 
Physical Therapy, program faculty and fellows seek to share their knowledge and skills widely to provide 
compassionate care and improve developmental and health outcomes for this vulnerable patient 
population. 

Fellow Schedule 

Fellows will practice at UNC Children’s Hospital for 30 hours per week. The fellow will also have 

mentored clinical work and didactic learning activities each week. Given the scope of fellow learning 

opportunities, fellows should expect to spend 50-60 hours per week completing program activities. 

Some holiday, weekend, and evening coverage is expected. 

 

Salary, Tuition and Benefits 

Fellows are full-time employees (with competitive salary and benefits). Fellows also receive Paid Time 
Off for vacation, sick and holiday time off from clinic work. There is no tuition associated with the 

program. 

 

Eligibility 

Applicants must be residents of the U.S. and have NC PT licensure. Applicants must be Board Certified in 
Pediatrics (PCS), and/or have graduated from an ABPTRFE-accredited pediatric residency program. 

Pediatric acute care experience is preferred. 

 

                                                                                                                               

UNC Health Neonatal Physical Therapy Fellowship 

 

 

For more information, scan the QR code       

 

Contact: Kristel Maes, PT, DPT, Program Director at 

clinicaledreq@unchealth.unc.edu  

                                             

mailto:clinicaledreq@unchealth.unc.edu
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